Highlights of New Subdivision Street Requirements

1.  A separate Design Guide has been prepared which is an Appendix to the Road Design Manual.

2.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-20. Applicability

The effective date for these changes is January 1, 2005.  Between now and July 1, 2005, “the Department will allow the design of streets in accordance with either the former requirements (1996) or these requirements.”  Any street design “initially submitted” for consideration after July 1, 2005, “shall be in accordance with the 2005 requirements.  For tracking purposes, the date of submission to the county will be utilized.

LDS would prefer that this transition be made as early as possible.  “Initial Submission” will be defined as the first submission of the detailed Subdivision Plan, not Preliminary Plans or Rezoning plans.  Therefore, if you are currently working on such plans, please use the latest standards if you cannot make a first submission of the Subdivision Plan prior to July 1, 2005.  Should this become a problem, Design Exception Requests may be submitted for each element that is not in conformance with the new requirements.  

3.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-69 Service Requirements

The modifications to this section may allow acceptance of roadways by the Department for maintenance, at an earlier date than previously provided.  The changes in the definition of “public service” may also impact which roadways are accepted.

4.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-70 Phased Development

Certain subdivision streets having 4-lanes or more to accommodate traffic may be accepted for maintenance in phases at the request of the governing body, without the need for a formal agreement.

5. Section 24 VAC 30-91-110, D., 3. Pavement Additions to Existing Streets

When widening an existing roadway or adding turn lanes, this section provides for the overlay of the entire street (both old and new section) unless otherwise approved.

6.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-110, I.  Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Shared Use Path Facilities

All sidewalks and shared use paths constructed with subdivisions will be maintained by the Department if they are located entirely in the ROW and constructed to Department standards.

7.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-110, J. Bridge, Drainage and other Grade Separated Structures

Provides for Department maintenance of pedestrian tunnels under certain circumstances.

8.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-110, K. Dams

This section has been rewritten in order to more clearly specify Department requirements should a roadway cross over, or be located nearby, a dam embankment.

9.  Section 24 VAC 30-91-130 Neotraditional Developments

This section indicates that the Department is receptive to innovative subdivision design, such as neotraditional developments.

10. Section 24 VAC 30-91-140, C. Maintenance Fee

The maintenance fee will no longer provide for monthly proration. A maintenance fee will be required for a full year.  This requirement will become effective immediately.

11. Section 24-VAC 30-91-140, D. Administration Cost Recovery Fee

This section allows the Department to charge a fee for the review, inspection, and processing of subdivisions.  This requirement is expected to become effective in July 2005.

